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Three Words for “Word” in Greek

 GRAFE – The “written” Scriptures about God.

 “All Scripture [grafe] is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

 “Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures [grafe] or the power of 
God?” (Mark 12:24).

 LOGOS – The “message” or the spoken word of God to our hearts and minds.

 “when you received the word [logos] of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word 
[logos] of men, but as it is in truth, the word [logos] of God, which also effectively works in you who 
believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13).

 Logos appears over 330 times in the New Testament!

 The logos word will never contradict the grafe word.

 RHEMA – A “specific revelatory” word from God spoken with power to our spirits.

 “take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word [rhema] of God” (Ephesians 6:17).

 Rhema appears over 60 times in the New Testament.

 A rhema word is a personal word spoken to our spirit, not necessarily our mind. 

 A rhema word will never contradict the logos or grafe word.
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Grafe - The “Written” Scriptures of God
 The word grafe is the basis of words such as telegraph [meaning: to write distant], phonograph 

[meaning: to write with sound], or photograph [meaning: to write with light]

 Facts about the Scriptures:

 The Bible is the only book inspired by God. The Bible did not come “by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21).

 The Bible is the only book inerrant in content. This means that the Bible has no errors whatsoever. The Bible is 
accurate, truthful, and completely reliable in every statement it makes. Jesus said, “Your word is truth” ( John 
17:17).

 The Bible is infallible. Infallibility speaks to the authority and enduring nature of God’s word. To be infallible 
means that something is incapable of failing and therefore is permanently binding and cannot be broken. Peter 
said, “the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1:23-25) and therefore its authority cannot be revoked or 
superseded.

 The Bible is preserved: “And the Lord said unto Moses, write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the 
ears of Joshua” (Exodus 17:14). In John 10:34-35, Jesus testified to the preserved nature of Scripture by saying, 
“Scripture cannot be broken.”
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The Logos Word

 The term logos was used by the Greeks to denote the creative force of the universe, and it 
included the ideas of logic and a reasoned discourse that explained the world around them.

 In the New Testament, logos takes on a higher meaning whereby the creative force of the 
universe is Jesus Christ, the Creator, and the logos word is the reasoned discourse for God, 
explaining His Kingdom, His nature, His Parousia (second coming), man’s fallen nature, and 
redemption of man. 

 The logos can also refer to the word, or message, of God because by reading and hearing it you 
receive the message of truth about Christ and His promises. This begins to build a measure of 
faith.
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Uses of the Word Logos

 “In the beginning was the Word [logos], and the Word [logos] was with God, and the 
Word [logos] was God” (John 1:1).

 “The seed is the word [logos] of God” (Luke 8:11).

 “Holding forth the word [logos] of life” (Philippians 2:16).

 “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word [logos] of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

 “For the word [logos] of God is quick, and powerful” (Hebrews 4:12).

 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word [logos] of God, 
which lives and abides forever” (1 Peter 1:23).
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Logos Characteristics

 Since Jesus is the logos, all Scripture and all reasoned discourse ultimately testify of Christ:

 John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the logos and the logos was with God and the logos was 
God.”

 The logos is God active in creation, revelation, and redemption. A logical or reasoned discourse 
leads to the knowledge of God’s hidden treasures: 

 Proverbs 24:4-5 – “through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful 
treasures. The wise prevail through great power, and those who have knowledge increase 
their strength.”

 If we lack knowledge and understanding of the message (logos) of the word of God, 
then the following happens:

 Hosea 4:6 – “my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 
knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I 
also will ignore your children.” 
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The Rhema Word
 Rhema is an utterance: a word for a specific time and situation used most 

frequently in Luke (18 times), John (12 times), and Acts (14 times).

 “Faith comes by hearing a word [rhema] from God” (Romans 10:17).

 When one hears by the Spirit the rhema of God that is “SPOKEN” to him, 
FAITH is the result. He doesn't have to understand the LOGIC, in fact it may 
not seem logical to him, but he only has to BELIEVE it!

 Rhema = Logos + Holy Spirit

 Rhema produces a greater measure of faith than logos.

 Rhema is given to the specific person waiting on the Lord until the Holy 
Spirit quickens logos into rhema.

 “If you abide in Me, and my words [rhema] abide in you, you shall ask 
anything in my name, and it shall be given to you” (John 15:7).

 Rhema enables believers to see the miraculous workings of the Lord.

 Rhema often appears in connection to prophetic fulfillment (Matthew 
26:75; Mark 9:32; 14:72; Luke 1:38; 2:29; 18:34; 22:61; Acts 11:16).
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Uses of the Word Rhema

 When Jesus told Peter to cast the fishing nets on the other side of the boat, Peter 
answered, “Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: 
nevertheless at thy word [rhema] I will let down the net” (Luke 5:5).

 When the angel told Mary that she would have a child, “Mary said, ‘Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word [rhema]’” (Luke 1:38).

 Simeon recalled the promise that he would see Christ before he died: “Now You are 
letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word [rhema]” (Luke 2:29).

 God gave John the message he was to preach as a forerunner to Christ: “The 
word [rhema] of God came unto John”(Luke 3:2).

 God reminded Peter of His Word: “Then I remembered the word [rhema] of the 
Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 11:16).

 Jesus told Peter he would deny Him. “And Peter remembered the word [rhema] of 
Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times”
(Matthew 26:75).
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Rhema Characteristics

 The rhema word has power

 Hebrews 11:3 – “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word [rhema] of God, so 

that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.” 

 Hebrews 1:3 – “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and 

upholds all things by the word [rhema] of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 

 The rhema word has authority

 Luke 9:1 – “…He gave His disciples power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.” 

 Luke 10:19 – “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”

 Luke 7:6-9 – The Roman Centurion’s faith is an example of this rhema authority.
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Rhema Characteristics

 The rhema word must be wielded with prayer

 Ephesians 6:17-18 – “And take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word [rhema] of God; 
praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.”

 The rhema word should come daily

 Matthew 4:1-4 – “1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 

by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was 

hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, 

command that these stones become bread.’ 4 But He answered and said, ‘It is written, 

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word [rhema] that proceeds from the 

mouth of God.’”
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5 Benefits of a Rhema Word

1. A rhema word empowers you!

2. A rhema word builds your faith!

3. A rhema word sanctifies you!

4. A rhema word guides you!

5. A rhema word fights for you!
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1. A Rhema Word Empowers You!

 Hebrews 1:3 – “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful [rhema] word.”

 Hebrews 11:3 – “By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s [rhema] command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible.”

 Matthew 10:19-20 – “But when they arrest you, do not worry 
about what to say or how to say it.  At that time you will be given 
what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you.” [rhema is implied, they would speak 
rhema NOT logos words]
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2. A Rhema Word Builds Your Faith!

 Romans 10:17 – “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the [rhema] word of Christ.”

 Examples of rhema in action:

 John 11:4 – “When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for 
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.’”

 John 14:2 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do 
also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.”

 Jude 1:19-20 – “ These [scoffers] are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your 
most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit....”
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3. A Rhema Word Sanctifies You!
 Ephesians 5:25-26 – “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the [rhema] word.”

 For a disciple to operate in rhema, he himself must first be sanctified. Jesus, in one of His prayers, said:

 “And for them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified” (John 17:19). Observe that Jesus was sanctified first, so 
that His word could wash the disciples.

 Romans 12:2 – “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
Renewing the mind occurs best through a series of rhema words – [Share testimony]

 In Acts 26:15- 18, Paul recalls the rhema word he received at his calling: “‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord 
replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you 
have seen and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open 
their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’”

 If people remain without rhema, they will be weak and without edification. They will live in the sphere of the sacrilegious: their 
thoughts will be low, their heart will have impure motives, their minds will be conflicted, and they won't be able to serve God.
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4. A Rhema Word Guides You!
 “EVERY FACT [rhema] IS TO BE CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES” (2 Corinthians 13:1, NASB).

 David gives Solomon a rhema word before constructing the Temple: “20 David also said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and 
courageous, and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you or 
forsake you until all the work for the service of the temple of the LORD is finished. 21 The divisions of the priests and Levites are 
ready for all the work on the temple of God, and every willing person skilled in any craft will help you in all the work. The officials 
and all the people will obey your every command” (1 Chronicles 28:20-21).

 Without a rhema word you cannot discern how God is leading: 

 “I am the Good Shepherd; and I know and recognize My own, and My own know and recognize Me” (John 10:14).

 “The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My voice; and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).

 Principles of receiving guidance through a rhema word of God:

 It will not contradict the Word [logos] of God.

 Spiritual authorities must agree (test the spirits).

 It gives peace in your spirit.

 A rhema word is a promise for your life that you can stand on with faith confessions and believe for, or if it is addressing a 
sin issue, one that you can confess, repent for, and receive deliverance! A rhema word is an overcoming word!
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5. A Rhema Word Fights for You!

 Why is the rhema so effective? It’s because it is the specific revelatory word of 
God. It has authority, and supersedes our emotions, our own fallen reason, 
and our intellect.

 It also defeats the three false voices of self, the world, and Satan:

 “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist…take 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the [rhema] word of God” (Ephesians 
6:14, 17).

 The situation in Ephesians 6:17 is like what Jesus said in John 6:63: 
“The words [rhema] that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life.”

 “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12).
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Don’t Live Solely in the Logos Realm
 Logos allows our knowledge of the Bible and God to increase; however, only relying on the 

logos word is limiting the powerful work God can do in you and through you. We need the 
power of the rhema word of God to get into our spirit and strengthen our spirit man. The 
following are some of the consequences of living without the rhema word of God in our 
lives:  

 Lack of powerful faith to overcome 

 Despair or discouragement when trials and tribulations come

 Inability to know the will of God 

 Inability to hear God’s voice

 Inability to discern and test the spirits

 Not being able to move in healing, deliverance, or the gifts of the Spirit

 Not being able to speak spirit lead words of power, life, and encouragement
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