
The Grace of God 
through Faith
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This Week’s Topics

 What is Grace?

 Philosophy of Calvinism

 Grace vs. the Law

 Our Response to Grace
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What is Grace?
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Hebrew Word for Grace
 The word grace literally means “favor” or “pleasant.” In Hebrew it is the word CHEN from the root 

word CHANAN - to bend or stoop in kindness to another as a superior to an inferior (Strong’s # 
2603).

 When CHEN is used in reference to God, it is the benevolent action of Him stooping down to us in 
His kindness to reach us in our need, and convey upon us a benefit. His grace has been termed 
“unmerited favor” but it is more than an attitude of favor or mercy. His grace is an extension of 
benevolence translated into action that releases His enabling power into our lives.
 First use of the Hebrew word chen occurs in Genesis 6:8 - “But Noah found grace in the eyes of Yahweh.”

 Exodus 34:6 - “And he[God] passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 
punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.”

 Psalm 45:2 - “You are fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into your lips: therefore God has 
blessed you for ever.”

 Proverbs 11:16 - “A gracious woman retains honor: and strong men retain riches.”

 Furthermore the Hebrew verb for grace is paralleled with such ideas as healing, help, being lifted 
up, finding refuge, strength, and salvation. 
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Greek Word for Grace

 In Greek, the word for grace is CHARIS and has the idea of 
graciousness in manner or action (Strong’s #5485), and it comes 
from the root word CHAIRO meaning “to be cheerful,”  or 
“rejoice” (Strong’s #5463).

 It came to signify “favor,” “goodwill,” and “lovingkindness” —
especially as granted by a superior to an inferior.

 In the New Testament, grace appears 156 times and takes on a 
special redemptive sense in which God makes available 
his favor on behalf of sinners, who actually do not deserve it.
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All Paul’s Epistles Begin with Grace…
 Romans 1:7 “To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 

from the Lord Jesus Christ.”

 1 Corinthians 1:3 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”; 

 2 Corinthians 1:2 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”; 

 Galatians 1:3 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”; 

 Ephesians 1:2 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”;  

 Philippines 1:2 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

 Colossians 1:2 “To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our Father”

 1 Thessalonians 1:1 “To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace and peace to you.”

 2 Thessalonians 1:2 “Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

 1 Timothy 1:2 “To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.”

 2 Timothy 1:2 “To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.”

 Titus 1:4 “To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”

 Philemon 1:3 “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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All Paul’s Epistles End with Grace…
 Romans 16:24 “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.”

 1 Corinthians 16:23 “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.” 

 2 Corinthians 13:14 “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

 Galatians 6:18 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.”

 Ephesians 6:24 “Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.”

 Philippians 4:23 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.”

 Colossians 4:18 “I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.”

 1 Thessalonians 5:28 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

 2 Thessalonians 3:18 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”

 1 Timothy 6:20-21“Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing 
ideas of what is falsely called knowledge,…. Grace be with you.”

 2 Timothy 4:22 “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.”

 Titus 3:15 “Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.”

 Philemon 1:25 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”

 Hebrews 13:25 “Grace be with you all.” (The Hebrews author is uncertain)
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The Acronyms of Grace
 Saving Grace - Justification

 God's Riches At Christ’s Expense

 Living Grace - Sanctification

 God’s Resources Are Completely Experienced

 Glorifying Grace - Glorification

 God’s Resurrection At a Christian’s End

Fun Fact: The word grace is found in every single New Testament book except 
Matthew, Mark, 1 John, and 3 John. 
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Manifestations of Grace
 Great Grace- Acts 4:33. This great grace was actually upon the apostles as they 

were giving witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. They had great power and 
grace upon them.

 Visible Grace- Acts 11:23. When the church at Jerusalem had heard of the Revival 
that was taking place in Antioch (Acts 11:19-21), they sent Barnabas to see what 
was happening. When he got to Antioch, it says that he saw the grace of God. The 
grace of God was obvious. It was visible.

 Working Grace- Acts 14:26, 15:40-41, 1 Corinthians 15:10. When the grace of 
God is upon His servants, they will work. They will labor. The grace of God was 
with Paul and caused him to labor more abundantly than all. The grace of God 
will purge us of laziness.

 Standing Grace- Romans 5:2, 1 Peter 5:12. The grace of God enables us to stand 
firm.
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Manifestations of Grace (cont.)
 Giving Grace- 2 Corinthians 8:1,6-7,9,19;9:8. Giving is actually referred to as grace in 2 

Corinthians chapters 8 and 9. Grace is actually used synonymously with giving. Our giving 
should be with grace as a means of bestowing divine favor on others or on the churches, 
enabling the work of Christ to go on. Money is sometimes seen as enabling grace for the work 
of God.

 Exceeding Grace- 2 Corinthians 9:14; Ephesians 2:7. By the word exceeding we mean that grace 
will always exceed what we need. 

 Sufficient Grace- 2 Corinthians 12:9. God’s grace is sufficient for us, even in physical suffering. 
Read the whole text of 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. Sufficient for every experience the believer goes 
through there will be sufficient grace.

 Knowledgeable Grace- Isaiah 2:3; Titus 2:11-12; John 6:45. God’s grace is accessed through 
instruction. It requires both understanding and obedience. When there is a tendency to “rush” 
people into conversion, with minimal discipleship, this is a crucial matter to emphasize.
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Is God’s Grace Really Irresistible?
 Two Views of Saving Grace over History

 Monergism: Calvinism and St. Augustine (354—430)

 This position teaches that salvation is entirely a work of God; and that one is saved wholly 
and unconditionally by grace through faith. This is known in Calvinism as Irresistible Grace.

 Held by many Baptists, all Reformed or Presbyterians, and taught in most seminaries.

 Held by nearly all Christians from 400 to 1750 AD.

 Synergism: Arminianism and Assemblies of God

 “...the doctrine that there are two efficient agents in regeneration, namely the human will 
and the divine Spirit, which cooperate” (Century Dictionary).

 Held by the Methodists, Ana-Baptists, and Assemblies of God
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Philosophy of Calvinism: Why is the 
doctrine dangerous to our faith?

13



Five Points of Calvinism Summarized
 Calvinism is most famously associated with what is called “The Five Points of 

Calvinism” and are represented by the acronym TULIP.

 T = Total Depravity: A person is completely touched by sin in all that he is and cannot 
freely choose God because he is enslaved to sinful desires.

 U = Unconditional Election: God’s election to salvation is not based on what is in man, 
but what is in God.

 L = Limited Atonement: Jesus bore the sins of the elect alone and not every individual 
who ever lived.

 I = Irresistible Grace: God’s gracious calling to salvation cannot be resisted but will 
result in salvation.

 P = Perseverance of the Saints: The elect are secure in Christ and cannot lose their 
salvation.
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1. Total Depravity Refuted
 T = TOTAL INABILITY - Called in Calvinism, Total Depravity, but actually taught as the 

Total Inability of man to choose Truth. 
 In contrast to total depravity, the Word of God teaches that God created man with 

the ability to reason, choose, and receive Truth:
 Romans 10:16-17: “But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, 

“Lord, who has believed our message?” 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.”

 James 1:21: “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”

 John 1:12: “yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.”

 Revelation 22:17: “The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of 
the water of life.”
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2. Unconditional Election Refuted

 U = UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION - Calvinism teaches that God selects those who 
are to be saved without any condition, but the Bible teaches that he desires ALL
to be saved, but according to the Bible, salvation is conditioned upon the exercise 
of faith:

 1 Timothy 2:4: “who [God] desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.”

 2 Thessalonians 2:13: “...God has from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the Truth.”

 Luke 7:50: “Jesus said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you;’”

 Ephesians 2:8: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”
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3. Limited Atonement Refuted
 L = LIMITED ATONEMENT --Calvinism teaches that Christ died only for the elect, but the 

Bible teaches that He died for all mankind. The Bible says the reason not all are saved is 
because they failed to repent and receive the Savior, not because He didn't provide for their 
salvation:
 Isaiah 53:6: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us ALL.”
 Romans 8:32 states, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us ALL, how shall he 

not with him also freely give us all things?”
 1 Timothy 4:10: “That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living 

God, who is the Savior of ALL people, and especially of those who believe.”
 1 John 2:2: “And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins: and not only for ours but also for the sins of 

THE WHOLE WORLD.”
 Hebrews 2:9: “But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now 

crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for EVERYONE.”

 1 Timothy 2:4: “Who wants ALL PEOPLE to be saved, and to come to a knowledge of the Truth.”
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4. Irresistible Grace Refuted
 I = IRRESISTIBLE GRACE - Calvinism teaches that God’s grace for salvation cannot be 

resisted, but the Word of God says it can be resisted:

 Matthew 23:37: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and you were not willing.”

 John 5:39-40: “39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and 
these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may 
have life.”

 Acts 7:51: “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, you do always resist the 
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do you.”

 Proverbs 1:24-26: “24 Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand 
and no one regarded, 25 Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my 
rebuke, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes.”
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5. Perseverance of the Saints Refuted
 P = PERSEVERANCE - The Bible teaches PRESERVATION of the saints; not perseverance of the saints:

 “.. to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and PRESERVED in Jesus Christ...” (Jude 1).

 “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly: and I pray God your whole spirit and soul, and body be 
PRESERVED blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calls you, who also will do 
it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24).

 God preserves us, but a Christian can still: 

 Fall from grace — Gal. 5:1-4,13

 Be led away with error — 2 Pet. 3:17

 Err from the truth — James 5:19-20

 Weak brother may perish — 1 Cor. 8:11

 Deny the Lord who bought them — 2 Pet. 2:1

 Depart from the living God — Heb. 3:12

 Can be a castaway — 1 Cor. 9:27

 Can become accursed children — 2 Pet. 2:14
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Calvinism Leads to Spiritual Atrophy
 Calvinism motivated by Greek philosophy, especially Classical Theism

 Calvinism sets up a duality between grace and nature, sovereignty and freedom, 
the divine and the human, as if these are related like two teams in an American 
football field. If one team controls forty of the hundred yards, then the other 
team necessarily controls the other sixty. When this is our basic paradigm, of 
course we always try to set things up so that it will be 100% God and 0% man.

 Consequence: Man is powerless and has limited accountability.

 The alternative, however, is to affirm that it is actually 100% God and 100% man. 
There is no reason that God’s sovereignty should be thrown into question 
because man has free will.
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Law vs. Grace
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The Law vs. Grace

The Law Grace
Given by Moses (John 1:17) Given by Jesus (John 1:17)

Written in tablets of stones (2 Cor. 3:3) Written in fleshy tablets of the heart (2 Cor. 3:4)

Law of works (Rom. 3:27) Law of faith (Rom. 3:27)

The man that does them shall live by them (Gal. 3:12) The just shall live by faith (Gal. 3:11)

By the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified 
(Rom. 3:20)

Justified freely by his grace (Rom. 3:24)

By the law is the knowledge of sin (Rom. 3:20) For by grace you are saved through faith (Eph. 2:8)

Weakness and unprofitable (Heb. 7:18) Better hope by which we draw near to God (Heb. 7:19)
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Living Under the Law vs. Living Under 
Grace

Under the Law Under Grace
Law curses Grace redeems from the curse

Law shuts every mouth before God Grace opens every mouth to praise Him

Law builds a great separation between God and man Grace draws man close to God

Law says “do and live” Grace says “believe and live”

Law is a system of testing Grace is a system of favor

Under the law the sheep dies at the hand of the 
shepherd

Under grace the Shepherd dies for the sheep

Law utterly condemns the best man Grace freely justifies the worst man
Law never had a missionary Grace is to be preached to every creature
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Conclusion: Five Responses to Grace
 Resisting Grace – Refusing God’s salvation

 Rejecting Grace – The trap of legalism

 Misunderstanding Grace – The trap of Calvinism

 Abuse of Grace – License to sin or licentiousness

 Freedom in Grace – Graciousness and joy, living in the fruit of the Spirit and 
walking by the Spirit
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